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70-year-old facility
blew away competition

By Kirk Saville
Daiy Fress

HAMPTON

A T0-vear-old steel vessel resembling a
huge bomb, was called "MASA's most con-
sequential landmark” by a National Park
Service historian Thursday.

The 130-ton Variabie Density Wind
Tunnel was dedicated as a National His-
toric Landmark in a ceremony at the
MNASA Langley Research Center,

Harry Butowslcy, the park service his-
torian, said even though the wind tunnel
was obsolete by World War [II, it estab-

unnel bééd
national landmark

mes

lished Langley as a world leader in aircraft
design.

The tunnel was the “technological quan-
tum jump that rejuvenated the National
Advisory Committee on Aeronautics,” fore-
runner of the Mational Aeronautics and
Space Administration, Butowsky said.

Until 1908, the United States, with the
work of the Wright brothers, was the
world leader in aircraft production. “By
the time of World War | the Europeans
were very far ahead of the United States,”
Butowsky said.

Before the variable density tunnel, engi-
neers had difficulty getting reliable infor-
marion from wind tunnels. The problem
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W.A. Phillips Jr., executive vice president of Newport Mews Shi
able Density Wind Tunnel as he speaks al its dedicaticn program.




